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HISTORY OF THE GARDEN 
 

Painswick House, a substantial Georgian country house, was built in the 1730s by Charles 
Hyett.  Unfortunately he died 3 years after it was completed and the property passed to his 
eldest son Benjamin. 
 
It was Benjamin who, in the 1740s, transformed a hidden combe behind the House into a 
flamboyant pleasure garden.  In 1748 the design was captured by a local artist, Thomas 
Robins. 
 
In the early 1800s this original design had been lost as the gardens were changed to a more 
practical layout to grow fruit and vegetables for the House.  Over the next 150 years, whilst 
this central area was well maintained, the rest of the garden fell into disrepair. 
 
When Lord Dickinson inherited the property in the 1950s, he could not afford the five 
gardeners who were working here.  Therefore he abandoned the remaining part of the 
garden and planted a wood throughout.  Before long it was an untamed jungle.  The 
Gardens created by his ancestor seemed lost forever. 
 
Restoration began in 1984 when the historical importance of the garden was realised.  It is 
the sole, complete survivor from the brief Rococo period of English garden design (1720-
1760).  The Rococo period reflects the dramatic change when the formal renaissance 
gardens became the informal English landscape gardens.  During the transitional period 
aspects of both were combined in a flamboyant asymmetric layout so typified at Painswick. 
These gardens were almost theatrical sets where country gentlemen would take their guests 
for intimate garden parties. 
 
Restoration began with private funding.  It soon became apparent that as we strived for 
historical authenticity, particularly in the restoration of the buildings, original estimates were 
far too low. 
 
In 1988 control of the Garden was handed over to the Painswick Rococo Garden Trust and 
they have continued the work.  Now only close examination of the painting will show those 
areas still to be completed.  Buildings have been restored and recreated.  Archaeologists have 
successfully unearthed paths, ponds, and foundations.  A large Kitchen Garden has been 
restored, surrounded by 125 espalier apple and pear trees.  A fragrant tunnel arbour, fish 
pond, old-fashioned herbaceous borders, a stunning snowdrop display, all combine to make a 
visit to Painswick a magical experience at any time of the year. 
 



We have an extensive range of projects for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and 
are always willing to discuss other educational requirements with colleges 
and schools. This could cover anything from horticulture to tourism and 

business studies.  

 
ADMISSION PRICES FOR SCHOOLS ONLY  

 
£2.00 per child 

 
For every 4 children an adult is admitted free – Any adults above that number 

are charged at £2.00 per person. 

 
The above prices include free use of the Orangery as a study base and an area 

for picnic lunches if desired. 

 
These charges are payable on the day. A deposit may be requested at the time 

of booking. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: WE CANNOT ACCEPT SCHOOL BOOKINGS DURING FEBRUARY, 

EXCEPT TO VIEW THE SNOWDROPS.  

 
BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE BY TELEPHONING 01452 813204.  

 
The cost of an In-Service Day at the Garden is £40.00, which includes 
access to the Garden and hire of the Orangery or Bothy. This does not 
include coffee, lunch, etc., all of which are available by arrangement, 

through the Coach House Restaurant.  

 
 



Suggested Timetable for School Visit:  

 
10.00 am Arrival – toilets & settle.  
Safety in the Garden.  
 
10.20 – 11.40 am First activity  
 
11.40 – 12.10 pm Quick activity (e.g. Rococo Garden Quiz), toilets and shop  
 
12.10 – 12.40 pm Lunch  
 
12.40 – 2.00 pm Second activity  
 
2.00 pm – 2.15 pm Collect work – goodbyes 
 
 
 
Suggested topics for study during educational visits to the Painswick Rococo 
Garden  with information on Work Packs which are available. Please note 
these are not led activities. Schools are responsible for overseeing the day 
and providing any necessary equipment. Once the initial teacher pack is 

acquired, schools are at liberty to photocopy the sheets as required. 
 
Key: 
N- notes describing activity and NC links  
P- photocopiable activity sheets to support activity  
D- differentiated sheets  
 

Science –focused primarily on the Nature trail N P D 
 
AT2. 4 pupils work independently to collect information on plants they find on the nature 
trail. The record sheets encourage them to be specific about what they observe and reduce the 
need for written records in the field. These record sheets are differentiated to give some 
additional science vocabulary to older children. Information collected is then used alongside 
the decision trees back in the education room, so that the plants can be identified. (Teacher 
notes £2.50) 
 
AT2. 5 adaptation and comparing habitats – N P D  
Children identify different habitats along the nature trail, eg: the canopy, leaf litter, wood 
stacks. With the help of the record sheet, they sketch and describe the habitat they have 
chosen and compare it with a different habitat. Children will use their observational skills to 
find signs of animal activity, some will measure areas for the purpose of comparison and they 
will count numbers of individuals/numbers of plant and animal species. (Teacher notes £2.00) 
 

Numeracy – (presented as a complete Numeracy pack – N P D) 
 
KS1 – working on the Maths Trail, Kitchen Garden or Exedra, children develop maths skills 
such as counting in different multiples and shape recognition. Activities are presented as 



problem solving and are varied and energetic. There are activities on symmetry at the Pigeon 
House and work on estimation and measure, both standard and non-standard, in the units on 
the Maze and the Plunge Pool.  
 
KS2. Children can work on problem-solving with shape and symmetry at the Maze, Kitchen 
Garden or on the Maths Trail, which also provides opportunities for estimating and tallying. 
Children can work on measuring distance and time in the Maze, as well as developing a 
sequence of geographical directions for a partner in the Maze. Some of these practical 
activities lead into calculating perimeter and area, so work can be developed back in the 
classroom.  
 
The Business Section for DS2 offers material for reading graphs and tables, with calculations 
based upon this material.  
 
Teachers may prefer to select material from several sections, as appropriate for their class. 
(Teacher’s pack £5.00) 

Art & Design: (focused on the garden) N P 
 
Linked to Art 4B ‘Take a seat’/D &T 1 – children make preliminary sketches/notes of the 
variety of seating about the garden, noting location and materials used. Having experienced 
the garden and discussed its history, children design their own special Rococo seat for a 
location of their choice. The seat might reflect the living environment of the garden or focus 
on the garden’s history or elements of Rococo design. It might be specific to a group of 
people, eg: a children’s chair, or focus on a specific function, eg: rain/wind shelter, animal 
hide, etc. (Teacher notes £1.50)  
 
Older children can model their designs, using a template for a basic chair and developing the 
design in their own way.  
 
Linked to Art 4A ‘Viewpoints.’ N P The garden is designed to surprise and achieves this by 
leading the visitor along paths where features are concealed, until they appear, unexpectedly. 
Mixing symmetrical with asymmetrical designs also contributes to this effect. Having made a 
preliminary viewing of the garden to establish this, a start of a narrative is suggested (which 
could develop as a ghost story, adventure, magical tale). Groups then discuss preliminary 
ideas. With their plan in mind, groups explore the garden, looking for unusual viewpoints and 
exciting locations. These are sketched, photographed or drawn in detail, as time permits, and 
can be linked to support the complete narrative back at school. Viewfinders can be supplied. 
(Teacher notes £1.50)  
 

General 
 

The Garden lends itself to story telling and drawing projects due to the numerous follies we 
have and the history that is involved. 
 



We would recommend a teacher familiarisation visit to the garden prior to 
bringing pupils to manage risks. 

 
Risk Assessment Policy  

 
We believe that children and young people will gain great benefit from visiting the Painswick 
Rococo Garden.  We consider the level of risk in bringing a supervised group to the Garden 
to be low, but we emphasize that it is important for party leaders to make a preliminary visit 
(for which there will be no charge), in order to assess any specific risk in relation to their own 
party. 
 
The risk of accident during a visit is small and the risk of serious injury is very small.  
However, to ensure that everyone in your party has an enjoyable day at PRG, please follow 
the basic guidelines outlined below. 
 
Leaders are advised to take note of the general safety measures advised on prominent display 
boards in the Reception Area.  These refer to the need for sturdy footwear and clothing and 
general behaviour within the Garden.  There is minimal cause for concern, provided visitors 
keep to the identified access routes 
 
General 
PRG offers one free adult for every four children in a school party.  However, schools must 
use their discretion at all times in providing an appropriate number of supervising adults to 
ensure reasonable behaviour of the children in their group. 
It is particularly important to ensure that children are always accompanied by an adult when 
visiting the toilet, shop and when near any water in the garden (see below). 
 
First Aid 
A First Aid Kit is available in the Reception Area.  A member of our staff who is an 
appointed first-aider is normally available. 
 
Car Park, Approach Roads, Picnic Area. 
Please take particular care with young children in these areas, where vehicles have access at 
all times.  The picnic area is adjacent to the car park and is equipped with picnic tables. 
 
Entry to Garden from the Melon Ground/Orangery 
When entering the Garden at this point, particular care should be taken to lead children from 
the front, since there is an immediate vista and drop on passing through the arch. 
 
Bee Hives. 
There could be slight risk of anaphylactic shock for susceptible persons, who should avoid 
close proximity to the hives.  Bees have been known to swarm – in the event of this very rare 
occurrence, it is advised to keep children away from the area. 
 
 
Nature Trail. 
By its very nature, this area has paths which are fairly rough and slippery.  Please take extra 
care. 
 



Buildings. 
These are 250 years old and stones in the approach paths and steps have become eroded and 
uneven during that time – extra care is necessary.  Particular care is needed on the steps in the 
Pigeon House, which are very steep – please restrict numbers using them at any one time.  
Special care should also be taken to keep children away from the Eagle House Parapet. 
Children should not be allowed to pull/push on any stones on any structure. 
 
Areas of Water. 
These are unfenced.  Do not allow children close to the edge unless under strict supervision. 
Please note:  specific hazard for small children near Exedra – unfenced springhead. 
 
Maze –and elevated viewpoint. 
Low risk for young children in area of fence –short, steep slope could present hazard, if 
children allowed to climb on/through fence. 
 
Paths and Steps. 
All paths are either laid with gravel or woodchip.  Due to their 18th century constructions and 
animal activity, they may be affected by loose stones.  Children should be discouraged from 
running.  Care should be taken where steps are set into slopes. 
 
Plants. 
There have been no previous accidents with plants, but it should be noted that many plants, 
some very common, can be toxic.  Children should not be allowed to eat any plants and hands 
should be washed after handling.  Please do not pick plants/flowers, or take cuttings.  
 
Fences/Perimeter Walls. 
Please note:  Some perimeter stock fencing contains barbed wire (including picnic area).  Dry 
stone walling can be unstable if climbed upon. 
 
Grass verges. 
Please take care in grassy areas, as they can be slippery. 
 
Banks/Drops. 
The terrain of the Garden produces several steep banks and short drops, some of which are 
not protected by a fence, due to their low risk.  Please exercise extra care at these points. 
These banks do create a higher risk for wheelchair users and therefore these must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult at all times. 
 
Garden Equipment. 
This is a working garden and, occasionally, implements/machinery may be left unattended for 
a short time.  In this event, please warn your party that these items must not be touched. 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION OF THE GARDEN 
 
 
* 10 Minutes from junction 11a off the M5. 
 
* Painswick is situated on the A46 between  Cheltenham 
and Stroud. 
 
* 40 minutes from Bath. 
 
* The Rococo Garden is on the B4073, 1/2 mile outside 

the Town. 
 
* The Garden is signposted with brown tourism signs. 
 
* Note for Coach Drivers : 

The Rococo Garden is approached via a narrow 
crossroads in the centre of Painswick (marked with an 
asterix on the enclosed map). The turning is tight 
particularly if coming from the Stroud direction. We 
therefore advise larger  coaches to approach either 
from  Cheltenham  (A46) or Gloucester (B4073).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

* Due to the tightness of this turn and the way 
the buildings lie, we recommend that coaches 
approach Painswick either from Gloucester or 
Cheltenham. If coming from Stroud we 
suggest drivers continue through the village, 
turn and then approach from the Cheltenham 
direction. 


